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The Director of Central Intelligence

Washington, D.C. 20505

April 24, 1989

The Honorable William L. Ball III
Secretary of the Navy
Washington, D. C. 20350

Dear Will:

We mourn your loss, which is truly our own. They stood
for us, they assumed risks for us, and we will be forever in

their debt.

Your warm and sensitive handling of this tragedy has been,
I know, of great comfort to the families of the men who gave
their 11ves Our thoughts are with you.

Sincerely,
2L

William H. Webster

Distribution:
ORIG-Addressee
1-DCI
1-ER v~
1 - DDCI
. 1 - PAO
- 1 - D/Personnel
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The Director of Central Intelligence ER 89-1727

Washington, . C. 20505 -

April 24, 1989

Admiral Carlisle A. H. Trost, USN
Chief of Naval Operations
Department of the Navy
Washington, D. C. 20350

Dear Carl:

I write to convey to you the sense of sadness and loss
that we in the Intelligence Community share with you and those
~under your command. The tragedy aboard the IOWA touches us all.

I recall having dinner aboard the IOWA at the time of the
celebration of the Statue of Liberty in New York Harbor. I was
given a tour of the same gun turret and met many of the seamen
who were assigned to duty there. Our hearts go out to the
families of those lost in line of duty. But if my conver-
‘sations with the men then on duty are any indication, they were
doing what they wanted to do, were proud of what they were
doing, and believed that their mission was important for us
all. 1Indeed it was.

Sincerely,

T UAA

William H. Webster
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